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Deb
a  wo rd  f r om

As I reflect on the 114th Congress, I am proud of the work accomplished over the past 
two years. Major progress was made for Nebraska families. From enacting a long-term 
highway bill and reforming our education system to fighting human trafficking and 
addressing our nation’s heroin epidemic, Congress acted on the will of the 
American people.  

Despite these many achievements, there is no shortage of frustration and anxiety 
across this country. This November, Americans made one thing clear: they want to see 
a change of course. I couldn’t agree more. It’s time to make our economy stronger, our 
communities safer, our nation more secure, and life easier for families.

I am excited by this unique opportunity to pursue strong, conservative solutions to the 
challenges this nation faces. I look forward to working with THE new administration, 
and the new Congress, to advance the priorities that matter most to Nebraskans in the 
years to come. 

Thank you for your continued feedback and interest in our democratic process. 

Sincerely, 
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Bringing the U.S. Senate to Nebraska
Western Nebraska 

Transportation Field 
Hearing

Field Hearing with Nebraska 
Entrepreneurs

Keeping Goods Moving in 
America’s Heartland

Examining Access to Capital 
and Other Headwinds 
to Entrepreneurship

May 2016
U.S. Senate Surface 

Transportation Subcommittee

August 2016
U.S. Senate Small 

Business Committee

Scottsbluff, Nebraska Lincoln, Nebraska

“A safe, reliable, and efficient 
transportation network is key to 

building strong communities and a 
healthy economy.”

“The seeds of industry have been 
sown on our Silicon Prairie. Let’s 

allow them to thrive.” 

Senator Deb Fischer Senator Deb Fischer
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constituent
$210,527.00$210,527.00dollars recovered for nebraskans

constituent cases completed

u.s. capitol tours 
ongoing constituent cases

flags flown over u.s. capitol
white house tours

mobile offices in local communities

service academy nominations

793

289
292

189
96
93
56
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divingI N T O t h e

ISSUES
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keeping
america

safe

Chairman

Jurisdiction

Armed Services Emerging
Threats and Capabilities
Subcommittee

Cybersecurity, 
Counterterrorism
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Working for Offut

Providing for the Common Defense

Strengthening Sanctions on North Korea’s 
Rogue Regime 

Securing America’s Transportation Network

• Worked closely with Air Force senior leadership to advance 
the replacement of the runway at Offutt Air Force Base; Air 
Force announced a final plan in April 2016

Disarming Terrorists; Protecting Second 
Amendment Rights

Increasing Oversight of Troubling Tax-
payer-Funded Payments to 

Foreign Nations 

Welcomed Dr. Arati Prabhakar, Director 
of the Defense Advanced Research Proj-

ects Agency (DARPA), to Nebraska

• Supported National Defense Authorization Act to provide our 
military with the resources they need to defend our nation and 
keep us safe 

• Worked with Congress to develop enhanced methods of iso-
lating North Korea’s regime and penalize those who support its 
dangerous, illicit activities 

• Introduced legislation to help ensure safety of our surface 
transportation network, including rail, ports, pipelines, and 
mass transit

• Supported Offutt’s candidacy for critical new missions; the 
base is now a finalist to receive a mission control element of an 
unmanned wing

• Voted for two amendments to prevent 
terrorists from acquiring firearms and guard 

against infringements on Nebraskans’ 
constitutional rights 

• Introduced the Judgment Fund 
Transparency and Terrorism Financing 

Prevention Act to crack down on 
irresponsible payments to foreign 

governments that have ties to known 
terrorist groups

• My office teamed up with University of Nebraska 
leadership to coordinate Dr. 

Prabhakar’s two-day tour of the university’s 
world-renowned research and 

development facilities in Lincoln and Omaha
• Visit was a key opportunity for both campuses to 

showcase their research capacity and interest in 
developing technologies to strengthen U.S. 

national security

• Authored legislation to significantly reform and consolidate 
security cooperation authorities at the Department of Defense 
to improve operational outcomes, program management, and 
Congressional oversight
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transportationsolutions
Subcommittee on Surface Transportation and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, Safety, and Security

• Safety of the traveling public
• Reliability and effciency of America’s freight and passenger transportation network

• Oversight of federal agencies involving transportation research, rail, pipelines, maritime 
shipping and ports, and commercial trucks and busses

C H A I R M A N

J U R I S D I C T I O N
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Federal Aviation Administration Reauthorization Bill Signed Into Law, Includes Key Nebraska Provisions

Introduced Bipartisan Bill Passed by Senate to Improve America’s Maritime Transportation System

Championed Bipartisan Pipeline Safety Bill

• Critical relief for small airports in Scottsbluff, Kearney, and North Platte that depend on Airport 
Improvement Program funds
• Secures continuation of the Essential Air Service program, which will benefit airports in Alliance, 
Chadron, Grand Island, McCook, North Platte, and Scottsbluff
• Ensure that towers are marked to create safer skies for agriculture pilots

• Reauthorizes the Maritime Administration (MARAD) at the U.S. Department of Transportation
• Bill would keep goods moving, bolster key national security programs, and improve 
fiscal responsibility at MARAD
• Strengthens sexual assault prevention programs at the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy

• Reauthorizes the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)
• Enhances pipeline safety through stronger congressional oversight and stakeholder collaboration with 
PHMSA
• Offers greater mapping tools to states to help prevent tragedies like the Omaha Old Market explosion
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strongfamilies
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Strengthening our Immigration Laws to Protect Nebraska Families
• Helped introduce Sarah’s Law in honor of Sarah Root, a 21-year-old killed in 
Omaha by a drunk driver who was in the country illegally
• Strengthens laws to protect families by mandating the circumstances under which 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) must detain illegal immigrants who 
commit crimes

Helping Families Fight Addiction through the 
Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA)

Improving Economic Opportunities for Families with the Energy Policy Modernization Act

• Addresses America’s opioid and heroin abuse epidemic
• Expands drug abuse education and prevention, provides states and local 
communities with resources to help first responders fight this crisis and save lives
• Supported by medical professionals and law enforcement in Nebraska
• Passed by Congress and signed into law 

• Senate-passed bill would update U.S. energy policy for the first time in nearly a decade
• Eliminates outdated rules, streamlines the energy regulatory process, promotes greater efficiency, and saves 
money without raising taxes or adding to the federal deficit
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Supporting Pro-life Policies that Offer Compassion for Women and Unborn Children

Restoring Hope with the 21st Century Cures Act

• Cosponsor of the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act
• Bill prohibits abortions after 20 weeks, the point at which unborn children are capable of feeling pain
• This reasonable policy was passed overwhelmingly by the Nebraska Unicameral and should be adopted at the 
federal level 

• Supported bipartisan medical innovation bill that overwhelmingly passed Congress
• Bill accelerates research for diseases such as cancer and Alzheimer’s, fights the nation’s drug addiction 
epidemic, addresses weaknesses in our mental health system 
• Seeks to keep drug prices low for families by cutting red tape at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
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Addressing the Trafficking of Marijuana into Nebraska Communities
• Introduced an amendment that would compel the Department of Justice to enact a specific plan to explore the 
effects of state marijuana legalization on public health and safety
• Through my amendment, I stand with Nebraska law enforcement officers who work hard to stop the crime and 
violence associated with marijuana transport from states like Colorado 
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a leader on new
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advanced the dialogue 
on the internet of 
things

Introduced the 
Developing Innovation 

and Growing the 
Internet of Things 

(DIGIT) Act

Directs the Federal Communications 
Commission to complete a report 

assessing spectrum needs required to 
support this interconnected 

wireless network

Convenes a 
working group of 
federal and private 

stakeholders, which 
would provide. 

recommendations 
to Congress on 

how to plan for, 
and encourage, the 

growth of the 
Internet of Things

passed
senate
commerce
committee
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3
Protecting 
Consumers from 
Fraud and Abuse

Helped introduce 
the bipartisan 

Spoofing 
Prevention Act 

of 2016
Closes legal loopholes 
to address the practice 
of “spoofing”: deliberate 

falsification of 
telephone numbers and/

or names through 
Caller-ID

Major targets of 
spoofing often 
include seniors, 

veterans, and law 
enforcement
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I am an original sponsor of Kari’s Law. The bill is named 
for Kari Hunt, who was murdered in her hotel room in 2013 
after her 9-year-old daughter desperately tried to call 911 

for help. The hotel’s service, like many across the country, 
required dialing “9” before entering 911 in order for the call 
to go through. Kari’s Law would require multiline telephone 
systems, which are commonly used in hotels and offices, to 

be able to directly dial 911 without an access 
code, such as “9” or “1.”

accessing 911 in an Emergency
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a g r i c u lt u r e
f e e d i n g  a  h u n g r y  w o r l d
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Nebraska supplies the first 
u.s. beef to israel 
in 13 years

Supported bipartisan 
biotechnology labeling 
compromise to:

Rolling back harmful 
regulations on fertilizer 

• Worked with the nebraska 
department of agriculture, the 
u.s. department of agriculture, 
and the american embassy in 
israel on an historic agreement 
to lift the ban on u.s. beef 
exports to israel
 
• The first shipments of u.s. 
beef to israel came from the 
wr reserve plant in hastings, 
nebraska

• Recognize the scientific 
consensus that biotechnology 
is safe

• Educate consumers on the 
content of their food

• Give producers the certainty 
they need to provide safe, high 
quality, and affordable food to 
people around the world

• Occupational safety and 
health administration (osha)
standard on anhydrous ammonia 
could severely impact farmers by 
unnecessarily increasing 
production costs

• The u.s. court of appeals for 
the d.c. circuit ruled in favor 
of production ag by finding that 
osha violated the law

• To address this, introduced 
the fertilizer access and re-
sponsible management (farm) act

• Bipartisan legislation would 
stop harmful federal osha 
standard
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Fought to eliminate burdens on producers who use 
on-farm fuel storage 

Convened roundtable on enhancing broadband access for agriculture

• epa regulations, 
originally designed for 
major oil refineries, would 
have required Nebraskans 
who have on-farm fuel 
storage to make costly 
structural upgrades to 
facilities

• negotiated bipartisan pro-
vision that passed congress 
modeled on the fuels act 
providing producers with a 
limited exemption from the 
epa’s spill, prevention, con-
trol, and countermeasure 
(spcc) rule

• Welcomed federal communications 
commission (fcc) commissioner michael 
o’rielly to nebraska for a roundta-
ble discussion with: telecommunications 
providers, ag producers, and government 
officials.

• Explored policies to address the 
broadband needs of rural Nebraska 
and capitalize on the new opportunities 
generated from new technology

• To fix this,introduced 
the famers undertake envi-
ronmental land stewardship 
(fuels) act to provide 
regulatory relief for 
on-farm fuel and animal 
feed ingredient storage 

• Provision also completely 
exempted animal feed ingre-
dient storage tanks from 
the spcc regulations. 
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#FeedTheWorld
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honoring

veterans
launched initiative 

honoring nebraska'’s 
fallen heroes on 

the u.s. senate floor

Devoted time on the Senate floor 
to remember the lives of the 
following Nebraskans killed 

in Iraq and Afghanistan:

our nation's

Sergeant Josh Ford of Pender 
Sergeant Jeffery Hansen of Cairo 
Lieutenant Jacob Fritz of Verdon 

Army Captain Rob Yllescas of Osceola 
Sergeant Joshua Robinson of Hastings 
Corporal Adrian Robles of Scottsbluff 

Master Sergeant Linda Tarango-Griess of Sutton 
Sergeant Germaine Debro of Omaha
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ensuring veterans'’ access 
to quality health care: 
the CHIP IN for 
vets act

• My bill empowers 
local communities to 
help with planning and 
construction of 
Department of 
Veterans Affairs 
(VA) projects

• The city of Omaha and 
the Omaha VA are eligible 
to participate 

• Passed by Congress in
December 2016
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A victory for nebraska'’s veterans 
and the lincoln community

Helping veterans with ptsd access 
innovative treatments

• Called on VA Secretary Robert McDonald to work with stake-
holders and resolve problems preventing the redevelopment of the 
Lincoln VA Campus

• After months of negotiating, final agreement to allow 
redevelopment was reached in September 2016

• Introduced the bipartisan Puppies Assisting Wounded Service 
members (PAWS) Act

• Directs the VA to begin a five-year pilot program to provide 
veterans with service dogs and veterinary health insurance

28



"The PAWS Act would 
bring the joys and love 
of man’'s best friend to 
help our veterans cope 
with the scars of war.’’"

Senator Deb Fischer
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Holding Government
• Expired grant accounts cost 
taxpayers millions each year

• my GONE Act Saves taxpayer dollars 
through increased financial 
accountability of federal grant 
programs 

• Requires agencies to close out 
expired grant accounts that have 
zero dollar balances and 
undisbursed funds 

• Signed into law on January 28, 2016 

The Judgment Fund, which is administered 
by the U.S Treasury Department, is used 
to pay for certain court judgments and 
settlements against the federal 
government. Between 2013 and 2015, the 
federal government paid more than $10 
billion in Judgment Fund awards with 
scant oversight. My Judgment Fund 
Transparency Act sheds sunlight on 
this “slush fund.”

• Would provide hardworking taxpayers 
with the ability to track exactly how 
their tax dollars are being spent on 
litigation expenses

• Passed the Senate as part of the Energy 
Policy Modernization Act

Ending Wasteful Government Spending: 
the Grants Oversight and New 

Efficiency (GONE) Act

Demanding Greater Transparency of 
Government “Slush Funds”
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accountable
Targeting Ineffective Government Programs: 

Amending a Key Appropriations Bill

• The Advanced Technology Vehicles 
Manufacturing (ATVM) loan program was designed 
to provide loans for businesses that produce 
fuel-efficient, advanced-technology vehicles and 
components in the U.S.

• The program has struggled for many years; not a 
single new loan has been approved out of the 
program since it was revised in 2014

• i Introduced an amendment to the Fiscal Year 2017 
Energy and Water Appropriations bill to target 
this overspending 

• my amendment Would responsibly wind down the 
ATVM loan program
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working for...

8,364
miles traveled across 

Nebraska in 2016
32



working for...
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Nebraska’s New Federal Judge: Bob RossiterNebraska’s New Federal Judge: Bob Rossiter
•  Worked on the nomination and confirmation of Bob Rossiter of Omaha as a 

federal judge for the U.S. District Court for the District of Nebraska
•  The U.S. Senate voted unanimously to confirm Rossiter to 

Nebraska’s federal bench in June 2016

“The commendable work by U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer on 
Robert Rossiter Jr.’s judicial nomination shows that 

it’s possible to get things done in Washington 
through effective leadership.”

Omaha World-Herald Editorial
June 29, 2016
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U.S. Senator Deb Fischer

Honoring officer Kerrie Orozco 
with a U.S. Senate Resolution

“By honoring Kerrie Orozco’s life and legacy in 
the U.S. Senate, we can share her remarkable 
story with the nation and inspire others 
to ‘Kerrie On.’”

Led the Iowa and 
Nebraska senators in 

a resolution 
honoring the life 

and legacy of Kerrie 
Orozco of the 
Omaha Police 

Department

Her death was an 
enormous loss for 
the surrounding 
community, where 
she was known for 
her volunteer work 

and service to local 
organizations

Officer Orozco 
was killed in the 
line of duty on 

May 20, 2015, while 
serving an arrest 

warrant

The U.S. Senate 
passed Kerrie’s 

resolution 
unanimously
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Preserving Our Heritage: 
the Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act
Preserving Our Heritage: 
the Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act

• As co-chairman of the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus, helped 
introduce a broad array of bipartisan measures to enhance opportunities 
for hunters, anglers, and outdoor recreation enthusiasts

• Bill would reauthorize key conservation programs and eliminate red 
tape to improve access to public lands, help boost the outdoor 
recreation economy

• Approved by both the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
and the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
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• Joined Senator Ben Sasse in introducing a resolution congratulating the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln women’s volleyball and women’s bowling teams 

on winning the 2015 NCAA Division I Championship

• Resolutions unanimously passed the Senate

• Welcomed players, coaches, and staff to the U.S. Capitol for a 
special reception

Recognizing Nebraska’s NCAA

c h a m p io n sc h a m p io n s 37



contact me
Lincoln
440 North 8th Street
Suite 120
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
Phone: (402) 441-4600

omaha
11819 Miracle Hills 
Drive
Suite 205
Omaha, Nebraska 68154
Phone: (402) 391-3411

Kearney
20 West 23rd Street
Kearney, NE 68847
Phone: (308) 234-2361

Scottsbluff
1110 Circle Drive
Suite F2
Scottsbluff, NE 69361
Phone: (308) 630-2329

washington, d.c.
454 Russell Senate 
Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: (202) 224-6551
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